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Registration as a Competitive mural Gas Supplier- Motion for Confidential Treatment

Dear Mr. CostclIo:

On April 27, 2009, Buckley Energy Group, Ltd. d/b/a Sama Buckley Energy (Santa
BuckJey Encrgy) applied for registration with the Commission as a competitive natura] gas
supplier pursuant to N.H. Code Admin. Rules Puc 3000. On May 21, 2009, a Secretarial Leiter
approving the application was issued. On July 1,2009 Santa Buckley Energy filed a motion
pursuant to Puc 203.08 for confidential treatment of the financial infonnation submitted with its
application. On July 23,2009, a lettcr was filed by Commission StaIT(StafI) recommending
that the Illotion for confidential treatment be granted.

According to Staff, the infonnation for which confidential treatment is sought is the
combined financial statemcnts of the parent and subsidiary corporations, including infonnatioll
on relevant intemal accounting policies. fimrncing arrangements, leases, and other similar
infonnatiol1 about the internal financial practices of the companies as well as infonnation on the
companies' credit arrangements and cash nows.

Under RSA 91-A:5, IV records of"confidential. conmlerciul or financial infonnation"
are exempted from disclosure, and the Ncw Hampshire Suprcme Court has supplied a balancing
tcst for determining whelher cCI1ain documents meet Ihis designation. See, e.g., Union Leader
Corp. v. NIl. IlolIsing Fin. Allth., 142 N.H. 540, 552-54 (1997); ulIl/bert v. Belknap COIIIl/Y
COl/velltiol/. 157 N.H. 375, 382-83 (2008). The Commission has detennined that in balancing
the interests of the public in disclosure with the interests Santa Buckley Energy in non
disclosure, disclosing this illfonnation will hann the companies' competitive position by
revealing its financial standing. while providing relatively little infonnation to the public about
the workings of the govemmenl. See N./-/. Housing Fin. Allth., 142 N.H. at 554-55.
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Accordingly, the Commission has granted Santa Buckley Energy's motion for confidential
trcaUl1cnt.

Sincerely,

Debra A. Howland
Executive Director


